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excellent references provided for the detailed procedure. As such, it is really a
preparation for Maniatis's book.
The second major difference is that approximately one-third of the present
volume is devoted to protein chemistry, including HPLC, analytical electrophoresis,
protein blotting, and amino acid sequence analysis. The remaining two-thirds cover
manipulations of nucleic acids, including cloning, in vitro translation, and DNA se-
quencing.
Techniques in Molecular Biology seems perfectly suited to beginning graduate
students. Each chapter is relatively brief, well written, and easy to read and under-
stand. Having read this volume, the student will have a good conception of the
above-mentioned methods, which are ubiquitous in molecular biology; he or she will
be well prepared to understand papers employing these procedures and to use the
techniques themselves.
DAVID A. FRANK
Medical Student
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
HUMAN DIVERSITY. By Richard Lewontin. New York, Scientific American Books,
Inc., 1984. 179 pp. $27.95.
Human Diversity elucidates the complex basis of individual and group variation.
It uses an impressive array of principles of genetics, molecular biology, develop-
ment, evolution, physiology, sociology, anthropology, and history to examine
societal prejudices about ethnic grouping, race, class, and gender. The text is con-
cise, well-written, and strikingly illustrated with photographs and diagrams. For the
non-geneticist, Human Diversity is a thoroughly enjoyable way to brush up on or
learn genetics.
In the first two chapters, Lewontin, a population geneticist, examines the role of
society, genes, environment, and chance events of development in creating human
diversity. The next four chapters consider the contributions of genetic variation,
polymorphisms, and biochemical individuality to human individuality. Chapters
seven and eight, which are particularly noteworthy, analyze the determinants of
mental traits, race, and gender. Having discredited "the naive determinism that has
so often passed for science," Lewontin affirms individual human potential, con-
cluding that "human consciousness and human social organization are the organs
with which we determine our individual and collective natures."
Human Diversity illustrates the errors of common prejudices about race, class,
and ability, using sound scientific information. Societal concepts of "normal"
genetic constitution and deviation from "normal" are put into biochemical and
genetic perspective: "No two unrelated humans who have ever lived or ever will live
are likely to be identical for even the handful of commonest molecular polymor-
phisms." The acknowledgment of such diversity renders most societal distinctions
among individuals and groups arbitrary.
Human Diversity is enlightening, accurate, and thorough, although it omits both
source and supplementary references.
STACEY LEE MANDELBAUM
Medical Student
Yale University SchoolofMedicine